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nowfall occurs in the extra-tropical and higher 
latitudes where temperatures are generally low and 
more so during winter. It results when air is forced to 

rise upwards by a low pressure system or driven up a 
mountain slope. The air condenses at it cools and since the 
temperature of the clouds is below the freezing level, 
snowfall occurs. Snow is actually ice in crystalline form and 
consists of a multitude of snowflakes having different sizes 
and shapes.  
 
Fresh snow is an excellent reflector of sunlight. It may 
reflect even more than 80 per cent of the light falling on it, 
giving it a bright white appearance. Because of this dazzling 
whiteness, the Bible uses snow as a reference standard for 
purity, A very vivid comparison of human sins and God’s 
forgiveness is made by God himself using the sheer 
whiteness of pure snow: "Come now, let us reason 
together," says the Lord. "Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow”.1 Psalm 51 is one of David’s 
most beautiful psalms in which he acknowledges that 
man’s sinfulness has its beginnings even before he is born. 
David prays to God with very similar words: Cleanse me with 
hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter 
than snow.2 
On the day of Jesus’ resurrection, the angel of the Lord 
came and rolled the stone that guarded the tomb. It is said 
that his appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were 
white as snow.3  

                                                           

1 Isaiah 1:18 
2 Psalm 51:7 

3 Matthew 28:3 
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Daniel describes his dream: As I looked, thrones were set in 
place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing 
was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like 
wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were 
all ablaze.4  
 
John, in the book of Revelation, sees this vision: His head 
and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his 
eyes were like blazing fire.5  
 
Snow is also referred to in the Bible in its literal sense at 
many places. That snow will melt away was also known: As 
heat and drought snatch away the melted snow, so the 
grave snatches away those who have sinned.6 
 
The Bible, time and again says that the elements of the 
atmosphere and its processes are in God’s control. This 
applies to snowfall as well: He says to the snow, 'Fall on the 
earth,'7  He spreads the snow like wool and scatters the 
frost like ashes.8 Lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 
stormy winds that do his bidding.9 
 
And to reiterate his ownership of his creation, God refutes 
the arguments of Job with a barrage of questions such as 
this: Have you entered the storehouses of the snow?10  
 
The prophet Isaiah uses the analogy of snowfall to describe 
the way in which the word of God operates:  

                                                           

4 Daniel 7:9 
5 Revelation 1:14 
6 Job 24:19 
7 Job 37:6 
8 Psalm 147:16 
9 Psalm 148:8 
10 Job 38:22 
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As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do 
not return to it without watering the earth and 
and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread 
for the eater.11 
 
 

                                                          

11 Isaiah 55:10 
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As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do 
not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud 
and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread 
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As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do 
making it bud 

and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread 


